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THE NILE PROJECT
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Tue, Feb 24, 7:00 pm
Carlson Family Stage
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The Nile Project. Photo © Peter Stanley.
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Northrop at the University of Minnesota

Presents

President & CEO
MINA GIRGIS

Musical Director
MILES JAY 

Artists

MOHAMED ABOUZEKRY    ALSARAH    MICHAEL BAZIBU     

HANY BEDEIR    NADER ELSHAER    DINA EL WEDIDI    

MEKLIT HADERO    JORGA MESFIN    KASIVA MUTUA    

SOPHIE NZAYISENGA    STEVEN SOGO    SELAMNESH ZEMENE

This activity is made possible by the voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota 
State Arts Board Operating Support grant, thanks to legislative appropriation 
from the arts and cultural heritage fund, and a grant from the Wells Fargo 
Foundation Minnesota.

This project is supported in part by an award from the National Endowment for 
the Arts, Art Works.

The Nile Project. Photo © Matjaz Kacicnik.



54

 
Photo courtesy of The Nile Project.

The Nile Project is transforming the Nile conflict by 
inspiring, educating, and empowering an interna-
tional network of university students to cultivate 
the sustainability of their ecosystem. The project’s 
model integrates programs in music, education, 
dialogue, leadership, and innovation to engage 
students across disciplines and geographies. 

Musical Collaborations:
The Nile Project brings together artists from the 
11 Nile countries to make music that combines 
the region’s diverse instruments, languages and 
traditions. The concert experience aims to inspire 
cultural curiosity, highlight regional connections, 
and showcase the potential of trans-boundary 
cooperation.

The Nile, one of the world’s most iconic rivers, has 
captivated the imagination of millions throughout 
time. Originating in two sources—Lake Victoria in  
East Africa and Lake Tana in the Ethiopian highlands—  
the 6,670-kilometer river flows northward through 
a diversity of climates, landscapes, and cultures 
before passing through Egypt and emptying into 
the Mediterranean Sea.

Its 437 million inhabitants are projected to more 
than double within the next forty years, placing 
an ever increasing demand for Nile water; water 
that is tied to all aspects of life—from the food 
on tables to the electricity that powers homes to 
people’s health. Even now, people living along the 

THE NILE RIVER THE NILE PROJECT

Dialogue & Education Programs:
Participatory workshops and cross-cultural  
dialogues provide university students with  
unique intellectual experiences, deepening  
their understanding of the Nile ecosystem, and 
stimulating new ways of thinking, communicating, 
and doing.

Leadership & Innovation Programs:
The Nile Fellowship and Nile Prize programs 
incentivize university students to apply their  
education and training toward mobilizing their 
peers and pioneering innovative solutions to the 
Nile Basin’s complex and interrelated challenge.

Nile are vulnerable to water-related hardships. At 
least five nations in the Nile basin are facing water 
stress. Seven of the eleven Nile countries continue 
to suffer from undernourishment rates higher than 
30%. Less than 10% of basin residents have access 
to electricity. The core issue at hand is how to 
peacefully allocate Nile Basin water among eleven 
nations with different needs and priorities, whose 
populations are all skyrocketing.

This mounting resource scarcity has contributed 
to a geopolitical conflict between upstream and 
downstream riparian states. Tremendous political 
capital has been expended to draft the Nile  
Cooperative Framework Agreement, an interna-
tional treaty to govern water distribution and 
infrastructure projects differently from the existing 
1959 Egyptian-Sudanese treaty giving Egypt the 
majority water right annually. While the agreement 
has yet to win mutual consensus, the arduous 
negotiation process has exposed the deep-seated 
mistrust between countries, the absence of  
opportunities for citizen-led dialogue, and the lack 
of a unified identity and vision for the future  
development of a shared Nile ecosystem. 

The Nile River Basin is wrought with political,  
environmental, economic, and social challenges 
requiring a new approach to better address the 
myriad challenges it faces. As regional tensions 
flare, the Nile Project offers a unique grassroots 
strategy to effectively mobilize thousands of 
people across the Nile Basin and beyond in  
constructive cross-cultural dialogue and collaboration.
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Photo courtesy of The Nile Project.
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THE NILE PROJECT ARTISTS

MOHAMED ABOUZEKRY
Despite his tender years, this 
oud player has a stunning 
command of his instrument, 
as well as an open ear for 
other forms, skills that got 
him a recent album deal with 
Harmonia Mundi.

ALSARAH
Based in Brooklyn, this  
soulful Sudanese singer and 
ethnomusicologist’s songs 
have won high praise from 
roots-music tastemakers like 
Songlines Magazine.

MICHAEL BAZIBU
A member of Uganda’s leading 
traditional music and dance 
company, Ndere, for the past 
17 years, Bazibu plays several 
traditional Ugandan stringed 
and percussion instruments 
with virtuosic grace.

HANY BEDEIR 
When the biggest stars in the 
Middle East need daff (hand 
drum) or riq (traditional 
tambourine), they call Bedeir, 
whose percussion skills have 
also earned him a teaching 
position at several respected 
Cairo institutions.

NADER ELSHAER
Born in the culturally rich 
town of Port Said, Egypt, 
Elshaer taught himself  
accordion and ney, only to  
fall in love with the tones of 
the kawala (end-blown cane 
flute) and its role in Arabic 
classical music.

DINA EL WEDIDI
With experience that spans 
Arabic classical music, edgy 
theater, and street protest, 
this young singer has most 
recently worked with Brazilian 
heavyweight Gilbert Gil on her 
debut album.

MEKLIT HADERO  
(select appearances only)
A co-founder of the Nile 
Project, this American-based 
Ethiopian singer frequently 
digs deep into soul and hip 
hop, but never loses sight of 
her roots.

JORGA MESFIN 
This self-taught sax player 
meshes jazz with Ethiopia’s 
wealth of musical forms and 
ideas, both as a respected 
band leader and favorite  
sideman for greats like  
Mulatu Astatke.

KASIVA MUTUA
Kenyan percussionist and 
singer Mutua may have 
learned drumming from 
her grandmother, but has 
developed her own knack for 
powerful Afropop beats. Her 
expressive playing can tell a 
story on its own, or keep a 
band perfectly in the pocket.

SOPHIE NZAYISENGA 
The first female master of the 
Rwandan traditional zither 
(inanga), Nzayisenga learned at 
her internationally acclaimed 
father’s knee before setting 
out to make the instrument 
her own.

STEVEN SOGO 
Burundi’s leading bassist,  
this multilingual multi-instru-
mentalist can play anything 
with strings, including the 
umiduri, Burundi’s answer to 
the birembau. Add to that 
Sogo’s wonderful voice, and 
it’s easy to see why he was 
named a World Bank musical 
ambassador.

SELAMNESH ZEMENE
Hailing from a long line  
of unique culture bearers  
in Northern Ethiopia, this 
young singer has brought her 
traditions to collaborations 
with indie darlings like Debo 
Band and The Ex.

THE NILE PROJECT PRODUCERS

MINA GIRGIS
President & CEO
An Egyptian ethnomusicologist with background 
in hospitality experience design, Girgis explores 
new ways to cultivate environments conducive 
to learning, making, and experiencing music. He 
specializes in curating and producing innovative
musical collaborations across diverse styles.

MILES JAY
Musical Director
A contrabassist, composer, and arranger,   
has worked with the likes of Youssou N’Dour, 
Ziad Rahbani, Fathy Salama, Ross Daly, Naseer 
Shamma, Niyaz, Mashrou3 Leila, and the Cairo 
Symphony Orchestra.



612.206.3600
thecowlescenter.org 
528 Hennepin Avenue
Minneapolis, MN 55403

BLACK LABEL MOVEMENT
w/special guests The Bakken Trio 

Mar 5 - 7  

February 26 – March 8
Whiting Proscenium Theatre, Rarig Center

Directed by Michael Sommers

“witty, offbeat and unpretentious...unlike anything
in Disney or the Brothers Grimm...” 

–Pioneer Press

Kevin Kling & Michael Sommers host 
Q&A following February 28 show.

Tickets:
theatre.umn.edu
[612] 624 – 2345

Kevin Kling’s comedy 
set in post-Snow White era:
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You’re part of 
something big.

Real BIg.

YOU. BELONG. HERE.
MINNESOTAALUMNI.ORG/JOIN

Attend two or more 
Northrop spring season  
performances and get 
15% off.  
Use code: spring15. 

Offer valid for CCN de Créteil et du Val-de-Marne/ Compagnie Käfig, Martha Graham 
Dance Company, and Eifman Ballet. Not valid on previously purchased tickets or in 
conjunction with other discounts. Order online, in person, or by phone.

15% OFF!

Martha Graham’s Ying Xin in Diversion of Angels. Photo © Hibbard Nash Photography.

Have a Glass, On Us  
Make your post-Theater debut at The Beacon, and enjoy a complimentary glass of wine 

with purchase of any lunch or dinner farm-to-fork entrée.

commonshotel.com  |  800.822.6757
615 Washington Avenue S.E., Minneapolis, MN 55414

          Reservations recommended and Private Dining available
Call 612.362.6666 for reservations or visit www.beaconpublichouse.com

          Reservations recommended and Private Dining available
Call 612.362.6666 for reservations or visit www.beaconpublichouse.com

          Reservations recommended and Private Dining available
Call 612.362.6666 for reservations or visit www.beaconpublichouse.com
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Norsyazana Ab Jalil, Student Production Assistant
Brian Ahlm, Digital Media Manager
Tom Archibald, Event Manager
Nate Bahr, Special Projects Assistant
Henry Bielenberg, Student Production Assistant
Justin Burke, Technical Director
Jack Caughey, Student Production Assistant
Krissy Chepp, Senior Ticket Office Assistant
Mary Ellen Childs, Program Director, McKnight Artist Fellowships  
	 for Choreographers and Dancers
Robb Clasen, House Manager 
Haley Cramer, External Relations Assistant
Shiyun Deng (April), Assistant to Principal Specialist
Brooke Dillon, Communications Manager
Sally Dischinger, Operations Director
Laura Durenberger-Grunow, Systems Configuration Assistant
Welles Emerson, Annual Giving Officer
Norma Farah, Ticket Office Assistant
Melanie Featherstone, Student Production Assistant
Dan Forke, Graphic Design Intern
Ola Gbadebo, Ticket Office Assistant
Alec George, Ticket Office Assistant
Matt Greenfield, Assistant to Principal Specialist
Ken Hahn, Systems Configuration Assistant
Leah Hart-Cadd, Grants & Sponsorships Specialist
Cari Hatcher, Marketing & Publicity Director
Taner Hoppe, Ticket Office Assistant
Rahfat Hussain, Financial Analyst
Alex Johnson, Senior Ticket Office Assistant
Brad Kern, Stage Manager & Audio Video Supervisor
Grace Lansing, Student Supervisor
Shu Xian Lim (Sienna), Ticket Office Assistant
Candy Lord, Principal Specialist
Molly Mattson, Ticket Office Assistant
Sammy Matuke, Senior Ticket Office Assistant
Mallory Mitchell, External Relations Assistant
Maxwell Nelson, Student Production Assistant
Allana Olson, Stage Manager & Lighting Supervisor
Alexander Pham, Marketing & Publicity Intern
Bryanne Presley, Senior Ticket Office Assistant
Holly Radis-McCluskey, Director, U of M Tickets & Events
Michael Reedy, Student Production Assistant
Claire Richie, Ticket Office Assistant
Daniel Ringold, Graphic Designer
Alexis Roy, Ticket Office Assistant
Eve Roycraft, Business Analyst
David Russell, Audience Services Manager
Megan Sangster, Event Coordinator
Robin Sauerwein, Business Manager/Accountant
Rob Schmidt, Stage Manager
Adam Schrankler, Student Production Assistant
Logan Schumacher, Marketing & Public Relations Intern
Alex Smith, Ticket Office Assistant
Julie Strothman, Event Manager
Emma Strub, Student Engagement Intern
Nicole Stumpf, Marketing & Publicity Intern
Megan Sykora, Ticket Office Assistant
Allyson Taubenheim, Student Engagement Coordinator
Abby Taylor, Student Engagement Intern
Becky Taylor, Ticket Office Assistant
Sarah Thompson, External Relations Director
Jake Torkelson, Student Production Assistant
Christine Tschida, Director of Northrop
Natalie Wilson, Program Associate
Miranda Woehrle, Creative Director
Dan Wozney, Data Manager
Melissa Wray, Assistant to the Director
Chen (Ian) Ye, Assistant to Principal Specialist

NORTHROP STAFFGUEST SERVICES
Ground Level East & West Coat Check  
Guest Services Provide:
»Listening devices		 »Coat check
»Large print programs   	 »Lost and found services
»Taxi calling service (If calling your own taxi, our address  
   is 84 Church St SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455)

Surdyk’s Café 
Surdyk’s Café is on the first floor, west side of Northrop. 
Hours: 7:30 am–7:00 pm, Monday–Friday and 10:00 am– 
3:00 pm Saturday. Surdyk’s concessions (including wine 
and beer) are located on the east and west sides of each 
level before and during performances happening on the 
Carlson Family Stage.

Restrooms
Restrooms are located on every level and side of the 
building, including family restrooms (except on the 
fourth floor, where there is a women’s restroom on the 
east side, and a men’s restroom on the west side only). 

General Ticket Information
For any ticketing questions, visit U of M Tickets and 
Events on the ground floor of west and east sides of the 
building or visit northrop.umn.edu for the most current 
listing of events.

Replacing Lost Tickets
For your convenience, U of M Tickets & Events keeps 
record of your purchase, should you lose or forget  
your tickets. 

Accommodating Special Needs
Northrop has accessible seating; please ask an usher  
for assistance. Elevators are located on both the east  
and west sides of the building. Accessibility services,  
including parking information, are available upon request.

If a guest wishes to transfer from their wheelchair to 
fixed seats, the wheelchair will be taken to the outer 
lobby to comply with local fire code regulations. At 
the end of the performance an usher will return the 
wheelchair to the guest. 

Cameras and Cell Phones
Use of cameras and recording equipment are not  
permitted in the theater. Please be considerate and  
turn off your cell phones or other electronic devices  
during the performance.

Motorist Assistance
University of Minnesota provides free jump starts, 
vehicle unlocking, and flat tire changes to vehicles in 
University parking facilities Mon–Fri, 7:00 am–10:00 pm. 
Call 612-626-PARK (7275) for assistance.

Campus Security Escort
Trained security monitors are available 24/7 to walk  
or bike with anyone on campus. This free service  
is provided by the University of Minnesota Police  
Department. Please call 612-624-WALK (9255) or ask  
an usher to contact them for you.

Questions?
If you have any questions or concerns, please ask an 
usher or anyone with a Northrop name tag.

$50,000+

$25,000+

$10,000+

$5,000+

IN-KIND

THANK YOU
Northrop would like to thank its Institutional Supporters.

$100,000+

�����������������������
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FRIENDS OF NORTHROP
We would like to thank the following individuals whose generous support makes Northrop’s  
transformative cultural experiences possible. Make your mark on Northrop’s future by becoming  
a Friend today!

Learn more about giving opportunities at northrop.umn.edu/support-northrop

DIRECTORS CIRCLE
50,000+
Allen and Kathleen Lenzmeier

10,000+
Blythe Brenden 
Helen and Benjamin Liu 
Antone and Genevieve 
 	 Melton-Meaux 
Sally and Kenneth Spence

5,000+
The Akins Family  
	 In Memory of Dr. William  
	 G. Akins 
Katherine and Robert Goodale 
Dr. Jo-Ida Hansen 
Randy Hartten and Ron Lotz 
Paul and Sarah Karon 
Voigt & Mary Jean Lenmark 
 	 In Memory of Voigt and 
 	 Catherine Lenmark 
Robert Lunieski 
Dale Schatzlein and Emily 
 	 Maltz Fund 
Regent Patricia Simmons and 
 	 Dr. Lester Wold

2,500+ 
David and Desiree Abele 
Annette and Brian Call 
Susan H. DeNuccio 
Richard Gregory 
Drs. Susan Hagstrum and  
	 Robert Bruininks 
Gail and Stuart Hanson 
Glenn Lindsey 
Jennifer Marrone and David 
 	 Short 
Thomas and Conchy Morgan 
	 In Memory of Sylvia and 
 	 Henry Frisch 
Sandra and Bob Morris 
Donald Williams and  
	 Pamela Neuenfeldt

FRIENDS CIRCLE
1,000+
Elli and Anoush Ansari
Jerry L. Artz
Ruth and Dale Bachman
Thomas and Barbara Brown
Colleen Carey
Nicky B. Carpenter
Jay and Page Cowles
Ellie Crosby
Fran Davis
The Douglas and Wendy 
 	 Dayton Foundation
Bill and Kathy Fox
Theresa Harris and  
	 Jim Rowader
Sally and Richard Leider
Jennifer Martin 

David Mohr 
Shawn Monaghan and 
	 Greg Plotnikoff
Leni and David Moore 
Tom and Mary Racciatti
Capt. Buddy Scroggins and 
 	 Kelly Schroeder
Jacques and Lydie Stassart
Barbara Stoll
Ruth Usem 
William White
Margaret and Angus Wurtele
Sue and Alan Zelickson M.D.

500+
Regan Byrne and  
	 Timothy Palmer 
R. and J. Cameron 
Rob Carlson and Gregg Larson 
Lynn Hamer 
Judith Brin Ingber and  
	 Jerome Ingber  
Karen Berry Johnson 
Gail Kochie 
Thomas Murtha and 
	 Stefanie Lenway 
Dr. David A. Rothenberger 
Gordon Rouse and Sylvia Beach 
Cherie Shoquist

250+ 
Anonymous (1) 
Margaret Albrecht 
Mary Ellen and Peter Alden 
Pauline M. Altermatt 
Jeanne Andre and  
	 Dennis Schapiro 
Janice Apple 
Kathryn Cahill and  
	 Ferne Rowland 
J. P. Collins 
Dale and Rosemary Dahl 
Stephen Davis and  
	 Murray Thomas 
Stephen and Sally Dischinger 
David Gerdes 
Luella and Stanley Goldberg 
Kimberly Hutchens 
Lance and Jan Johnson 
Sarah Kling 
Alan and Peggy Lathrop 
Sanford Lipsky 
Peggy and Dave Lucas 
Holly MacDonald 
Thomas Marthaler 
CP McKegney and RF Seurer 
Mark and Cece Morrow 
Mason and Gwen Myers 
Jenny Nilsson  
Regan Byrne Palmer 
Elizabeth M. Parker 
Ann L. Piotrowski 
Karen Scholl 
Kathryn J. Sedo 

Jacky & Jim Sherohman 
Marilyn and Dale Simmons 
Jeff Stout and Ron Overlid 
Michael Symeonides and  
	 Mary Pierce 
Murray Thomas and  
	 Stephen Davis 
Susan Tracy 
Victoria Veach 
Rick Vogt 
John Wald and  
	 Marianne Remedios 
Annette Webb and 
	 William Palmquist 
Audrey White

100+
Anonymous  (8) 
Margaret Albrecht 
Linda Andrews 
Paul J. Aslanian
Tom and Jill Barland 
Janet Bartels and Phillip Bohl 
Barbara Belk
Rebecca Biderman and  
	 David Fraher
Sharon and Albert Bigot
Jerome and Patricia Boge
Joan Bren and Steven Nelson
Suzanne Burns 
John Christiansen
Jeanne and David Cornish
Jeff and Barb Couture
Ginny and Will Craig
Susan Crawford
Liz Danielson
Jo DeBruycker
	 In Memory of Meghan  
	 DeBruycker
Thomas Devine
William Durfee 
Jason P. S. Easton
Maria Luisa Eiffler
Heather Faulkner 
John Fitzgerald
Majel Fletty
From a 35 Year Subscriber
Melitta George
Richard Gwynne 
Judith Hadler
Joan and John Haldeman
Lindsy Halleckson
Cathy and Sue Hart
Eugene and Joyce Haselmann
Annemarie Herrlich
Worth L. Hudspeth
Kimberly Hutchens 
Ramona Jacobs
Phil Johnson and  
	 Don Donahugh
Karen Kaehler
Thomas Keller III
Dwayne King
Darlene Kirch
Michael Kirchman 

Chirs Kraft
Barbara Land 
Vicki Lansky and  
	 Stephen Schaefer 
William Larson
Linda Leamer
Delores and Sheldon Levin
James  and Sharon  Lewis 
Dr. John and Searcy Lillehei
Perrin Lilly
Bill Lough and Barbara Pinaire
Cal Lueneburg 
Holly Manning 
Tony and Sally Manzara
Judy R. Matysik
Kathy McGill
James and Mary Ann McKenna 
Toni McNaron 
Averial Nelson
Andrew and Francie O’Brien
Maureen Pearo
William and Eleanore Pederson
Karyn Pierce
Marcos and Barbara Pinto
Chas. Porter 
Possibilitree 
Holly Radis-McClusky 
Mary Schaffner and Robert Lee
Jon Schasker
Ralph Schnorr
Cindy Sessions 
Darlene Sholtis and  
	 Heino Beckmann
Joan T. Smith
Cecily Sommers
Lucy and Dave Sontag
Jane Starr
Cheryl Stearns
Stasia Steinhagen 
Chris Tschida
Penny P. Truax
Katharine Tyler
Nancy Vanderheider 
Dr. Cheryl Wall and  
	 Ellen Westenburg
Cathy Westrum and  
	 Annelynn Westrum
Stephen Wilbers
Millie Woodbury

Current as of 2/12/15
To correct the listing of your name 
above, please contact Mallory Mitchell at 
mitc0432@umn.edu or 612-625-0887.
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MARTHA GRAHAM DANCE COMPANY
Fri, Apr 10 & Sat, Apr 11
Two different programs,  
one with U of M dancers

EIFMAN BALLET
Tue, Apr 28 & Wed, Apr 29
Rodin, a full-length ballet about 
the terrible price of genius

CCN DE CRÉTEIL ET DU VAL-DE-MARNE / 
COMPAGNIE KÄFIG
Tue, Mar 10, 7:30 pm

This company of 11 young men from the favelas 
of Rio de Janeiro has become an international 
sensation. French choreographer Mourad  
Merzouki has created two high-energy pieces 
that combine acrobatics, capoeira, hip-hop,  
and samba in an unforgettable evening of  
explosive dance.

CCN de Créteil et du Val-de-Marne/Compagnie Käfig  
in Correria Agwa. Photo © Michel Cavalca.


